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Rapid Prototyping, Development and Evaluation (RPDE) Program
Application to Participate 11 2016
Clarification Register

	DATE
	CLARIFICATION QUESTION
	RESPONSE

	20/01/2016
	Does RPDE have standing definitions for SEC? What types and depth of evidence is needed to substantiate SEC?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]SEC means ‘skills, expertise and capability’
In compiling evidence of SEC and innovative practice, the Commonwealth will be looking for some proof that there is a commitment by having produced:
· white papers on specific subjects
· ATO tax credits that have been claimed for some activities carried out by the firm
· patents
· a financial commitment (this may be time or staff resources to examining or implementing innovative practices / research activities).

	20/01/2016
	What types and depth of evidence is needed to demonstrate innovative practice?
	RPDE is looking for firms that have expertise or knowledge in complex problem solving and Research and Development capability that can be applied to solving complex problems. It is interested in niche and expertise skills. 

	20/01/2016
	How might justification be provided for innovative practice (and naming the client) where it is protected by enduring commercial confidentiality (non-disclosure) agreements?
	If the information is commercial in confidence then it can be referred to in broad terms and if the firm designates the information as Commercially Sensitive then RPDE will adopt the Commonwealth protocols that apply to this caveat.

	9/12/2015
	What is required for associates? Is there a list of responsibilities listed?
	There are no longer different memberships in the program. All applicants, if accepted, will become a member of the program. 

	9/12/2015
	How often do the members meet? Is it going to be always held in Canberra, or do the meetings go round the states? What are the titles/ designations that attend such meetings, so I know who the best person to involve is?
	There are usually two meetings of members per year (the Biannual Meeting of Participants). The meetings are most commonly held in Canberra but have been held in other areas on occasion. Attendees are representatives of your organisation and it is an internal decision of your organisation when nominating attendees. 

	9/12/2015
	There is a rates guidance policy attached, how is that to be used? 
	The rates guidance policy has been provided to as a guide to the rates that will be paid under a Services Contract. It is used to determine the rate that will be offered when an opportunity is released. 


	9/12/2015
	Is the CEO considered Authorised Representative to sign off on Page 31 (Relationship Agreement) and Page 24 (Deed of Standing offer) and I can witness? 
	The signatory to the documents in an internal decision for your organisation, but the person signing must have company authorisation to do so. 

	9/12/2015
	Deed of standing offer – Do I need to insert my company name [insert name of contractor] and ACN on Page 5
	Yes


	9/12/2015
	Which one is the Response to the Application pack? Is this referring to the Application to Participate document?
	Yes


	9/12/2015
	In the application to participate, there is a reference on page 6 for us to contact Defence Security Authority in VIC for advice to be a member
	Clause 2.6.1 (b) is guidance should you be supplying classified information in your response. RPDE will be able to sponsor your organisation should you be accepted as a Participant in the program. 


	9/12/2015
	Only need to Fill up Annex A / Annex C in Application to Participate?
	You will need to supply the documents as outlined in your email and below: (table taken from initial email and inserted in response)

	9/12/2015
	Do you have a sample for a completed compliance matrix? I would like to make sure I get the right level of information to you.
	We cannot supply samples as they may be deemed commercially sensitive. 
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